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MoDERATOR, - 


ter was made a ſubject of publick debate 
among us. There are but too many con- 
troverſies that meet us in the ordinary courſe of 
our buſineſs; we need not go out of our way to 
ſeek more. I remonſtrated againſt the introdu- 
cing of this one, as much as I could, when it 
was firſt propoſed in the Preſbytery of which I 
have the honour to be a member: But now, ſince 
it is forced in upon us, and cannot be avoided, I 
mult crave leave to deliver my ſentiments upon 
it, before the very reverend Synod, with freedom; 
being deſirous, at the ſame time, of farther light, 
and ſubmitting myſelf to the cotrections of my 
brethren, where I may be wrong. | 
A MoDERATOR 


1 was much againſt my mind, that this mat- 
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MeptraTor—There is ſo great a prejudice 
 and;#famour raiſed among many of the common 
of this country againlt the law of patronage, 
thati is certainly unpopular at preſent, and per- 
haps dangerous, for any one to open his mouth 
in favour of it. Theſe clamours and prejudices 
have been, for a long time paſt, induſtriouſly ſtir- 
red up, not only by ſectaries and diſſenters from 
the eſtabliſhed Church, but by many miniſters and 
others in the eſtabliſhed Church itſelf ; of which 
I ſhall produce pregnant proofs, before I have 
done.——Nor need we wonder at their ſucceſs ; 
for nothing is more eaſy, than to perſuade people 
to go along with the current of their own incli- 
nations, and to concur in purſuing meaſures, that 
flatter them with the hope of an increaſe of their 
worldly power and importance. 


For my own part, Sir, I owe as little to pa- 
tronage as moſt miniſters of the Church. TI ac- 
cepted of a preſentation, indeed, but had along 
with it the unanimous conſent of the people to 
my ordination z and I never afterwards ſought a 
preſentation to a better benefice, however deſire- 
able or needful it might be in my circumſtances: 
Nay, I can tell you farther, Sir, that very near a 
third part of my ſtipend, at this day, conſiſts of 
voluntary gratuities, over and above what my 
preſentation gave me a right to, as I underſtood 
it at my ordination ; which 1 do not mention, 
Gop knows, as a proof of any peculiar merit in 
me, or any reflection on thoſe of my brethren 

who 


„ 


who have been differently circumftanced, in this 
reſpect. I know that many worthy miniſters of 
this Church have met with much oppoſition in 
their miniſterial functions. —It is an evil from 
which inſpired men have not been exempted.— 
The Apoſtles and Prophets ſuffered the ſame, 
and even our Lord Jzsus CnrisT himſelf. I 
know inſtances alſo, where ſome pariſhes, which 
did violently oppoſe the ſettlement of their mini- 
ſters, have come, in a little time, upon farther 
acquaintance, to love and eſteem them very high- 
ly ; and that others, which received their paſtors 
at firſt as angels from Heaven, have ſoon after re- 
pented of their fondneſs, and been willing to give 
a great deal to be rid of them. But l have men- 
tioned my own caſe, as above, to ſhow, that F 
may reaſonably hope to be credited, when I de- 
clare, that I have no motive to ſay any thing in 
favour of patronage, farther than a regard to 
truth and juſtice, and the peace of my country, 
and the intereſt of religion, and the real welfare 
of the Chriſtian people in it, ſeem to require 


* 7 


of me. 4 


_ Nr1THER do I intend, Sir, to plead in favour 
of patronage, as preferable to any other law that 
can be framed upon that ſubject. I think, it 
does not belong to us, miniſters of the Goſpel, 
to plead either for or againſt it, conſidered in it- 
ſelf.—It is not a matter within our province, — 
Ir is a queſtion of power or property, among the 
laymen of our nation. lt lies purely between 
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lay-patrons on the one hand, and laymen that are 
not patrons on the other: Clergymen have pro- 
perly nothing to do with it; and perhaps it would 
be wiſer for us to leave them to ſettle it among 
themſelves, in the beſt manner they can, unleſs 
the parties concerned do mutually agree to con- 
tult us, and aſk our advice. 


I MusT farther obferve, that our being trou- 
bled at all with queſtions of this ſort, is owing to 
the degeneracy of the times; not only a degene- 
racy in our own order, of which ſome melancholy 
inſtances will occur afterwards, but a degeneracy 
in others. For, if thoſe who are poſſeſſed of pa- 
tronages in this country had been always at due 
pains to reconcile the ſeveral pariſhes to their pre- 
ſentees,—if they, and all in the higher ranks of 
life, had regularly attended the Houſe of Gon 
on the Lokp's day, and countenanced the ordi— 
nances of religion, as their fathers did, and main- 
tained withal an exemplary life, we ſhould pro- 
bably have had no diſpute this day about patron- 
age. But, when the common people ſee their ſu- 
periors in ſtation and fortune, as far as they can 
judge, entirely regardleſs of religion, as if it were 
an aftair in which they had no concern, they are 
apt to think, that ſuch perſons ought to have no hand. 
in providing paſtors for them; and that, as they 
are themſelves the only perſons who attend upon 
paſtoral miniſtrations, ſo they alone ought to have 
the power of chooſing or nominating the perſons 
that are to perform the ſame. x 
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I Do not therefore mean to plead for patron» 
age in itſelf; and, whatever I ſay that may ſeem 
to favour it, I deſire it may be underſtood to be 
faid of it only as it is connected with the peace of 
the country, and the intereſt of religion in it, 
and the quiet, the comtort, and edification of the 
Chriſtian people. 


MoDpERaToOR—I would now beg the attention: 


of the very reverend Synod to a few facts, which 


I hope will not be conteſted, and which I ſhall 
briefly ſtate, as the ground of a motion I have to 
make.— Ihe i is, That the law of patronage 
actually ſubſiſts, and is in force at preſent in this 
Church; ſo that, until it be repealed by an act of 
parliament, no court in the land, civil or eceleſi- 
aſtical, can ſuperſede the exerciſe of it, in any 
particular inſtance: It is not one of thoſe laws, 
which, though unrepealed, have long gone into 
deſuetude, and which, ſome may think, ought to- 
be repealed, becauſe they are never put in execu- 
tion.——My ſecond fact is, That this law has been: 
in force for upwards of ſeventy years laſt paſt. 
Perhaps I might aſſert, that it bas been always a: 
law of this Church, even from the Reformation; 
except in times of publick confuſion, and during: 
the ſhort interval of twenty-two-years; from 1690 
to 1712. But every one muſt- allow, that it-has. 
been uninterruptedly the law and practice of this: 
Church, from the laſt- mentioned period; i. er now 
upwards of ſeventy years: And what 1s there but: 
it chat gives miniſters a legal right to their bene«- 

A. 3. fices,. 
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fices, and entitles them to ſue for the payment of 
their ſtipend, when refuſed ?—The third fact I 
would ſtate, is, That the exerciſe of patronage 
hath not been attended with any inconvenience 
to thoſe pariſhes that have peaceably ſubmitted to 


it. For, in conſequence of preſentations, they 


tave got no other paſtors but ſuch as were regu- 
larly licenced to preach the Goſpel, by one or o- 
ther of the prefbyteries of this Church; and ſuch 
men they muſt have got for their paſtors, though 
in conſequence of their own choice; unleſs they 
had thought fit to ſecede from the eſtabliſhed. 
Church, which they have it in their power to do 
at any time. It is therefore a great miſtake, if 
not a miſrepreſentation, in the letter of the Old 
5 Conſtitutional Society,” as they call themſelves, 
at Glaſgow, which I have now in my hand,—(this 
letter hath fallen in my way but very lately, and 
accidentally,—though it ſeems to have been circu- 
lated for a long time paſt, for it is dated 16th 
September 1983)—a great miſtake, I ſay, when 
they aſſert, That patronage “ hath driven 200,000 
of the.people of Scotland into a ſtate of ſepara- 
tion from the Church,—given riſe to a ſpirit of 
religious diſcord and party zeal, which hath over- 
ſpread the land,—diſturbed the peace of families, 
and rent the Church itſelf into violent parties.“ 
No, Sir, it is not fact.—Patronage hath done 
none of theſe things, whatever the oppoſition to 
it may have done. If it can be ſhown, that pa- 
tronage, where it was unoppoſed and peaceably 
ſubmitted to, hath cauſed any one of theſe cala- 

| mities, 


BZ 3 
mities, which are, indeed, too viſible in our land}. 
I. will retract my aſſertion. But I-preſunye it can» 
not. As truly may it be affirmed, Sir, that the- 
religion of IEsus hath produced all the wars, and. 
perſecutions, and. maſlacres, that have been per- 
petrated in the world on occaſion of it; when, in 
reality, it was not it, but the oppoſition to it, and 
the groſs violation of all its molt facred precepts, 
that cauſed thoſe miſchiefs. Much more truly 
may it be aſſerted, that it is ſuch, men as this Con- 
ſtitutional Society conſiſts of, that have. cauſed all 
thoſe evils in our land, which they do falſely and 
injuriouſly charge upon patronage. Ves, Sir, 
they are doing what they can, to “ drive people 
from the eſtabliſhed Church, to ſpread a-ſpirit of 
religious diſcord and party zeal through the land, 
to diſturb the peace of families, and to rend the 
Church itſelf into violent parties.“ 


In order to make out this point, and to ſhow by 
what arts the preſent flame againſt patronage hath 
been kindled and fed among us, I muſt here beg 
leave to mention another remark. or two, on the 
famous letter above-mentioned.—lts declared pur- 
' Poſe is, inſtead of the preſent law of patronage, 
to procure a reſtoration of the act 1690, which veſts 
the power of preſentations in the heritors and el- 
ders of each pariſh, But in this, it ſeems, the 
« Old Conſtitutional Society” are oppoſed by the 
% New Conſtitutional Society,” lately formed in 
the ſame city, who are for pure popular elections, 
without any preſentation at all. In order to bring 


theſe 


3 


| theſe and others into their meaſures, what does 
| the Old Conſtitutional Society do? Why, they 
mutilate the act 1690, and repreſent it giving as 
ll much countenance to popular dlections as the 
| friends of that meaſure could wiſh. — hey fay, 
| « This act begins with the election or nomina- 
if &* tion and call by the heritors and elders; the 
| 


i « perſon named is then to be propoſed to the 
| * whole congregaiion, to be either approven or 
5 « diſapproven by them; and the bufineſs ends 
14 © with the judgment and ordination of the Preſ- 
i „ bytery.”—Very well; and ſo it does. But they 
0 forget to mention one moſt material part of the 
| act previous to this; which is, That, if the con- 
14 gregation “ diſapprove, the diſapprovers are to 
I 4 give in their reaſons, to the effect the affair 
4 * may be cognoſced on by the Preſbytery of the 
1 & bounds.“ From their account of the matter, 
In any one who did not know, or had not acceſs to 
Wh the act itſelf, would naturally conclude, that a 
1 congregation might refuſe the man propoſed to 
them, without giving any reaſon for it; and that 
they had an abſblute negative upon the election 
of the heritors and elders. But that is not the 
eaſe, as we bave ſeen; for the act expreſsly bears, 
That, if they diſapprove; they muſt give their rea- 
fons for ſo doing; and the validity of thoſe reaſons 
muſt be ſubmitted to the judgment of the Preſ- 
bytery. Now, that is a privilege which congre- 
| gations are in full poſſeſfion of, as = law ſtands 
1 at preſent. 
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'Txr1s part, therefore, of the letter in queſtion, 
is evidently calculated to abuſe the ſimplicity of 
ignorant people, and to make them imagine, thats. 
by concurring with the views of the Old Conſti- 
tutional Society, they ſhall attain to powers and 
privileges which are new and extraordinary, when, 
in fact, they are little or nothing more than what 

the people are already poſſeſſed of. Indeed, the 
2 whole of this factious and inflammatory letter 
ſeems contrived to practiſe upon the weakneſs and 
ignorance of illiterate people. For the uſe of ſuch. 
alone it is intended, and ſuch only will be miſ- 
led by it; the more eaſily, alas l that it ſoothes. 
their paſhons and prejudices, and tells them what, _ 
is agreeable, rather than what is true and uſeful, 
to them: A method, by which, even honeſt peo- 
ple are too liable to be impoſed on. 


FoRMERLY, this © Conflitutional Society“ 
addrefled their letters, on the ſubje& of. patronage,, 
to the miniſters of each pariſh, to be conſidered. 
by them and the eld-rs jointly, in their reſpective 
kirk - ſeſſions. And, while they proceeded in that 
open way, we were willing to correſpond with 
them. We did correſpond with them. How- 
ever different our ſentiments might be from theirs, 
we readily. entered into amicable communings 
with them, deſirous to receive, as well as to give, 
uſeiu] information. But that method, it ſeems, 
did not ſuit the views of the Old Conſtitutional 
Society,“ and therefore, they laid it aſide. - 
Their next courſe, which I am ſorry to mention, 

was, 
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was, to addreſs themſelves, by their agents or e- 
miſſaries, in a dark, underhand, clandeſtine way, 
to ſuch of the elders as they found diſaffeted, or 
could render diſaffected, to their own miniſters ; 
and to exclude from their councils all miniſters 
who were, or might be ſuſpected to be, of a dif- 
ferent opinion from themſelves. To vote with 
them in church courts, is, it ſeems, the only teſt 
of merit, in their eyes. They expreſsly warn 
elders, to be on-their guard againſt the influence 
of every other. kind of merit but this; and ſcruple 
not to exhort them, in plain terms, never to vote 
for their own miniſters, or any others, to be mem- 
bers of the General Aſſembly, “ however amiable 
their private characters may be,” if this teſt of 
merit be not found in them. 


Mo obxRATOR—I appeal to you, Sir, whether 
this can be reckoned good advice. Is it chari- 
table? Is it candid? Is it chriſtian? Is it doing 
to others as they would be done to themſelves ?— 
What injury have theſe “ amiable miniſters” 
done to “ the Conſtitutional Society” at Glaſ- 
gow, that the Society ſhould have thus, I don't 
ſay declared open war againſt them, but baſely 
attempted to ſtab them in the dark, and to de- 
ſtroy, at one blow, their credit, their” comfort, 
their iufluence, and their uſefulneſs, without the 
injured perſons having it in their power to ſee 
from what quarter the blow came ?—Or, if not 
to them, what 1 injury have they done to true reli- 
gion? Nothing is alleged, nothing pretended: 
They 


4, 


They are acknowledged, though it may be un- 
willingly, to be“ amiable in their private cha- 
e racters;“ and their only crime confeſſedly is, 
differing in opinion from “ the Conſtitutional So- 
« ciety.” | 


. MorERATORmTF this be not a party ſpirit, if 
it be not a factious, ſeditious, uſurping, tyranni- 
cal, and unchriſtian ſpirit, I do not know what is 
meant by theſe terms. I humbly conceive, that 
the zeal which dictated this part of their proceed- 
ings, borrowed nothing of the wiſdom that is 
from above. They may have faith, but their 
faith does not work by love, even to the amiable. 
'They may be ſaints, but they are not the ſaints of 
my Maſter, the Lorp Jesvs CHRIST ; at leaſt, 
in this inſtance, they have not ſhown, that they 
have any portion of his righteouſneſs in them. 
Without ſuch proofs, would any plain, honeft 
Chriſtian have thought it poſſible, that men pro- 
feſſing godlineſs, and an eminent degree thereof, 
could have trodden under foot the obvious and in- 
diſpentible obligations of their profeſſion, in order 
to bring about a project, of which the utility muſt 
be acknowledged to be comparatively ſmall and 
uncertain, though it were ſucceſsful ? Would he 
have ſuſpected zealous Preſbyterians to be capable 
of adopting 1 in their practice, the popiſh, the jeſui- 
tical maxim, That © the end ſanctifies the means?” 
or, that we may do evil, that good may come? 
For my part, I am inclined to think, in ſpite of 
ſtrong evidence againſt them, that they are, * 
the 
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the whole, well-meaning men, bat men whoſe 
zeal has ſeduced and enſnared them; and even 
the beſt minds need to be guarded againſt the fa- 
tal infection of party out: 


As to thoſe amiable men, on whom they have 
made ſo unprovoked and unjuſt an attack, ſome 
of them will probably think this pretended ** Con- 
ve ſtitutional Society” beneath their notice; o- 
thers, though touched with a juſt indignation, 
will, perbaps, judge it prudent to keep filence, 
and treat them with neglect: Many will defy the 
utmoſt efforts of their malice; all, I hope, will 
be ready to forgive the perſonal injury done, or 
deſigned, againſt themſelves. But, in my humble 
opinion, the friends of Chriſtian piety ſhould not 
ſorbear, as occaſion offcis, to teſtify againſt ſuch 
manifeſt and ſcandalous violations of religion and 
juſtice, committed under the pretence of religion, 
nor ſuffer them to pals without deſerved repre- 
henſion. Now, Sir, it is chiefly to theſe, and the 
like practices, that we owe all thoſe evils which 
are by many ſo freely imputed to patronage, and 
all thoſe complaints and clamours that are at this 
day ſounding ſo loudly through the land againſt 
it. But, ſurely, theſe practices can afford no re- 
commendation to the cauſe in favour of which 
they are uſed. Nay, they would be a diſgrace to 
the beſt cauſe in the world. Though I were ver 


ſo fond of getting patronage aboliſhed, yet, as a 
Chriſtian, as a man, I ſhould think myſelf obliged 


to 


1 


to abhor every unfair and uncightebus doing, in 
che proſecution of my deſign. 


MoptraTor—Let me now ſpeak a little to 
the propoſed repeal of the preſent law of patro- 
nage..—There are two things, I apprehend, which 
all who ſeek the repeal of any eſtabliſhed law in 
a country, eſpecially a law of long ſtanding, and 
of daily uſe, ſhould be previouſly well reſolved in. 
Firſt, T hey ſhould be agreed upon a better law 
to put in its place, if any law at all be neceſſary 
on the ſubject. And, ſecondly, They ſhould pro- 
vide, that no perſon's intereſt or property be leſed 
by the propoſed alteration, eſpecially the intereſt 
of thoſe whoſe conſent is abſolutely neceſſary for 
accompliſhing it. If either of theſe precautions 
be wanting, they can have no reaſonable proſpe& 
of ſucceſs in ſeeking a change; and their at- 


tempts to procure it, ſeem to be imprudent and 
unjuſt. 


As to the 7%, It is ſurely not ſafficient to be 
diſſatisfied with the preſent law, but neceſlary to 
be agreed upon ſomething better to ſupply its 
place. Without this, it is in va:n to proceed one 
ſtep in ſeeking the repeal of it. Now, whatever 
averſion there may be to the preſent law of patro- 
nage, I do not find that there is any general a- 
greement among its oppoſers upon a new and 
better law. Nay, its keeneſt oppoſers are no leſs 
keen in oppoſing one another on the ſubject ; one 
« Conſtitutional Society” counteracting another 

B « Conltitutional 
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© Conſtitutional Society ;” all agreed, indeed, a- 
gainſt patronage, but by no means agreed how to 
proceed without it. What a contemptible figure, 
I pray you, Sir, would the Church of Scotland 


make, in applying to the Legiſlature for the repeal 
of a law, when ſhe acknowledges, that ſome law 


is neceſſary in the caſe, but is not able to tell 


what law ſhe would have? Would this be any 
proof of her being deprived of her liberty, and 
not rather of her wantonly abuſing it? Would it 
not be a proof of her loathing the bleſſing of li- 
berty, from too great fulneſs? Would it not be 
acting like over-indulged, peeviſh children, whom 
nothing will pleaſe, and who want ſomething to 
make them happy, but know not what it is? 


Bu T modeſty, you ſay, teaches us not to pre- 
ſcribe to our Legiſlators, but rather leave it to 
their wiſdom to conſult and determine for our 
happineſs. I anſwer, It would be thought no 
breach of modeſty, to ſignify to them, in reſpect- 
ful terms, our real grievances, -and our humble 
deſires. But if, without knowing what theſe are, 
we petition them for an alteration of long-eſta- 
bliſned laws, may not they very properly com- 


mand us to be content with our preſent circum- 


Aances !? 


Maxy other modes of ſettling vacant churches 
may be propoſed, and ſome of them poſſibly bet- 
ter than the preſent law of patronage. I will not 
diſpute it, In this reforming age, every ingenious 

projector 
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projector will have a peculiar mode of his own. 
But, what I ſay, is, let that better mode be once 
aſcertained, and generally agreed upon, before we 
apply for a repeal of the preſent law, and eſpecial- 
ly before we countenance the diſſatisfaCtion of the 
people with it; otherwiſe, I fear we ſhall not act 
as good members, either of the Church or State. 
Perhaps it is unfortunate for me, but ſo it 1s, that 
I have not yet been able to diſcover, either from 
my own thoughts or others +, any thing that L 
can poſitively ſay, would be better than the pre- 
ſent law, if men were but ſatisfied with it. As 
things ſtand at preſent, every precaution almoſt 
that human witdom can deviſe, is taken to pro- 
vide the ſeveral pariſhes of this country with able 
and well-qualified paſtors. No perſon can de pre— 
ſented to any charge, that has not been regularly 
licenſed, after a long courſe of ſtudy at ſome of 
the univerſities, and after producing ample docu— 
ments of the goodneſs of his moral character, &c. 
and he has to undergo a ſecond courſe of trials 
before he can be ordained. Is it a great hardſhip, 
to enjoy the benefit of ſuch a man's paſtoral la- 
bours without paying for it? Do the Chriſtian 
people of this country groan under an oppreſhve 


and tyrannical yoke, becauſe they are invited, at 


iree colt, to attend upon the miniſtry of a man ſo 
qualified, unleſs they have alſo the power of re- 
tuling him, without giving any good reaſon for it.? 
B 2 Modeſty, 

} Sce, among others, a pamphlet on the ſubject, by the 


revetend Mr. Hardie, which, I think, has great merit in the com- 
poſition, independent of the argument. 


f 20 } 


Modeſty, one ſhould think, would bluſh to pre- 

tend it. The preſent laws would make the peo- 
ple happy, if they were pleaſed with them; and 
if they be not pleaſed with them, no laws in the |} 
univerſe will make them happy. A 


Many hard words, I know, are often uſed con= 
cerning patronage, as, oppreſſion, ſlavery, cruel 
yoke, &c. But it would behove thoſe who uſe 
ſuch expreſſions, to conſider, whether they ſpeak 
the language of truth and ſobernefs, and not ra- 
ther of prejudice and paſſion. Particularly, mi- 
niſters who ſpeak ſo of patronage, ought to re- 
flect, whether they came to their places by it. 
Not but that a good ſubject may reaſonably deſire | 
an amendment of any of the laws under which 
be lives, civil or eccleſiaſtical, provided he be able 
to tell diſtinctly what his amendment is, and to 
114 point out the ſuperior advantages of it: But if, 
14. without being able to do this, he take the free- 
133 dom to rail at the laws in being, and endeavour 
lh to excite or nouriſh a hatred of them in the minds 
10 of the people, I think he is fo far not a good ſub- 
it jet. I thall be told, that the miniſters and 
| im elders of this Church are authorized, at leaſt by 
4 their own laws, to rail againſt patronage, becauſe 

i the General Aﬀembly, every year, in their in- 
i ſtructions to their Commiſſion, ſpeak of it as“ a 
1 e great grievance,” &c, I confeſs the fact, Mo- 
| derator, and am ſorry for it. It ſeems to be one of 
4 thoſe inſtances, where the language of the Church 
5 is at variance with her practice; at leaſt, from 
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her conduct for many years paſt, one is tempted 
to think ſhe uſes it only as a cuſtomary ityle, 
without any very ſerious meaning. If the means 
that patronage is a grievance, for any other rea- 
ſon than the averſion which many of the people 
have for it, I wiſh ſhe had told the ſame, and had 
taken ſome more effectual meaſures, ere now, to 
get it redreſſed. 


Bor admit, that the above form of ſpeech, 
nſed annually by the General Aſſembly, warrants 
the members of this Church to treat patronage 
with all the opprobrious epithets that have been 
given to it, does it likewiſe warrant them, or any 
of them, to defame the characters of their bre- 
thren, and to hold them up as the juſt objects of 
publick reſentment and indignation, merely be- 
cauſe they uſe their beſt endeavours to preſerve 
order and peace in ſociety, and in the Church? 
Thus, all who countenance the exercife of patro— 
nage, or approve of it, are ſtigmatized by the 
“ Conſtitutional Society” at Glaſgow, in their 
letter above mentioned, with the titles of “ the 


„friends of tyranny,” and * the determined 


« foes of our religious liberties.” It is doubtleſs 
with a very Chriſtian ſpirit that they have taken 
up theſe reproaches againſt their neighbours, who 
differ in opinion from them. I am one of thoſe, 
Sir, who differ from them; and yet, they muſt 
give me leave to reject the charge. I know tt, 
Sir, in one caſe at leaſt, to be falſe, and they have 
not proved it to be true in any caſe, I am no 
8 B 3 friend 
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friend of tyranny, but its determined enemy. EF 
am no foe of Chriſtian liberty, but would gladly 
do every thing within the compaſs of my ſmall 
power, to promote and preferve it. And, as I 
ſaid before, I have no particular obligations to the 
law of patronage, more than its oppoſers; per- 
haps I have leis than many of them. But, for 
anght I can ſee, it is as favourable to Chriſtian li- 


berty, as any other law yet deviſed to ſupply its 
place. | 


I puT myſelf, Moderator, in the ſituation of 
one of the common people, prejudiced, ſuppoſe, 
againſt the law of patronage, but candid in his 


prejudices, and willing to weigh all the eircum- 


ſtances, in order to form a proper judgment of it; 
and I aſk, How is my Chrittian liberty infringed, 


by the exerciſe of patronage? Why a man re- 


gularly licenſed to preach the goſpel is preſented 
to the pariſh where I live, without my being con- 
ſulted upon the matter? A grievous offence in- 
deed | It hurts my pride, or my preſumption 
but how does it hurt my Chriſtian liberty? Per- 
haps the man is highly worthy of my eſteem and 
regard: It ought to be preſumed that he is ſo, 
after ſo many trials have been taken of his life 
and converſation, as well as of his learning and 
abilities. But, after all theſe trials, if I, or the 
pooreſt inmate in the pariſh, can produce and 


prove any valid objection againſt his life or doc- 


trine, the law puts it in my power to get him re- 
jected from being a miniſter to me, or to any o- 


ther 
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ther perſon within the bounds of this eſtabliſhed 
Church. And, if I can produce no ſuch objec- 
tion, why ſhould I not receive him in the LorD, 
and ſubmit to his miniſtry, and be thankſul to 
the laws of my country, which have thus provid- 
ed for my enjoying the goſpel without any ex- 
pence e—But, though I cannot directly charge 
him with any crime, I think he wants ſome ta- 
lents and qualifications for preaching the goſpe), 
that I could wiſh my miniſter to have. Very 
poſſible. Few men poſſeſs all the qualifications 
for publick ſpeaking that ſhall render them per- 
fectly agreeable to every one among a large mul- 
titude. Some inconveniencies mult be borne in 
ſociety, for the ſake of the common good; and 
though patronage were aboliſhed, I am not quite 
ſure of always getting a miniſter exactly to my 
taſte. —But ſtill, though I cannot give any reaſon 
for it that may ſatisfy others, I find myſelf totally 
averſe to this man, and my inclination, my con- 
ſcience, will not permit me to be one of his 
flock. Well, let me ſee. Does the law of patro- 
nage compel me to be ſo? No, it does not. 
This odious, enflaving law, leaves me at full li- 
berty to judge and chooſe for myſelf, and to at- 
tend upon the miniſtry of any other perſon that 
ihall be more agreeable to me. It is true, I muſk 
anſwer to God for it, if I refuſe due ſubmiſſion 
to Is miniſters, i. e. to any of thoſe againſt 
whom I have no juſt objection: But the law of 
patronage lays no reſtraint upon me as to that 
matter; which is a much greater liberty than I 


enjoy 
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enjoy in civil matters; for, I have no vote for my 
repreſentative in parliament, and yet am bound 
to obſerve the laws made by them, whether I will 
or no, though they be made. abfulutely without 
my conſent, and be often grievous and inconve- 
nient to me. I ſeem, then, to have much more 
cauſe to complain of flavery in my civil, than in 
my religious capacity; notwithſtanding the law of 

patronage. | 


MoDERAToOR—lf an honeſt plain man, who 
is even averſe to patronage, would allow himſelf 


to reflect on it calmly and impartially, according 


to theſe facts, which I have bricfly ſtated, n is 
likely his prejudices would abate, and he would 
be much better reconciled to it than he was be- 
fore; and certainly it is his duty, as a good ſub- 
ject, to acquieſce in it, till ſomething better can 
be deviſed, and generally agreed to, by his coun- 


trymen. 


Bur I come now to the ſecond precaution 
above-mentioned; for in order to obtain an abo=- 
lition, or alteration, of any eſtabliſhed law, it is 
not enough for a people to be even very generally 
agreed upon a better law to ſubſtitute in the room 
of it. Before any attempt be made to procure 
the defired alteration, prudence and juſtice ſeem 
to require farther, that they be prepared to make 
a reaſonable compenſation to thoſe, whoſe intereſt 
ſtands in the way of their beloved project; and 


without whoſe conſent it can never be accom- 
pliſhed 
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pliſhed in a fair and peaceable manner. Upon 
this ground, Moderator, I could have little hope 
of obtaining a repeal of the preſent law of pa- 
tronage, though the clergy, and elders, and com- 
mon people of Scotland, were all united in anew 
plan that would be more agreeable to them; 
becauſe thoſe who are poſſeſſed of patronages in 
this country, and who are alſo moſt likely to have 
a voice in the legiſlature of it, conſider their pa- 
tronages as a part of their freehold, their charter- 
ed rights, which cannot, and indeed ought not to 
be taken from them, without a valuable conſider- 
ation, ſuch as ſhall make them willing to part 
with them.—I need not enlarge upon this point. 
Men are apt to be but too tenacious of their pri- 
vate rights, even when valuable publick intereſts 
are likely to be ſerved by the ſacrifice of them. 
They will no doubt be much more ſo, when uſur- 
pations are attempted to be made upon them, 
which, they may have reaſon to think, would not 
be for the good of the uſurpers themſelves. 


Bur our claims, ſay you, are ſo clear and 
well- founded, nothing will oppoſe them : At 
leaſt, a reſtoration of the act 169 will not be re- 
fuled to us, becauſe © we have a rightful claim 
to it“. -I anſwer, You have not yet ſtated the 
full extent of your claims. A revival of the act 
1690, is confeſſedly not your ultimate object. 
You defire ſomething upon the foundation of it, 
which you have not been pleaſed to explain.— 
That 


* Bee Letter of Old Conſtitutional Society in Glaſgow, annexed. 
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That act is only the firſt ſtep in the ſcale of your 
ambition. But ſuppoſe it were the ſummit of it, 
where does the © righteouſneſs of your claim” to 
that act appear? From the treaty of Union? 
It is true, the commiſſioners appointed to adjuſt 
that important affair, were not authorized to treat 
of any alteration of Church government, and it 
was declared +, That the true proteſtant religion, 
as then profeſſed within the kingdom, and the 
worſhip, diſcipline, and government of the Church, 
as then by law eſtabliſhed, ſhould be effeQtually 
and unalterably ſecured. But certainly the exer- 
ciſe of patronage might conſiſt with all theſe 
things, at one period as well as at another. It 
was not more inconſiſtent with them, after the 
year 1712, than it was before the year 1690, or 
before the year 1649. It exiſted in the moſt 
flouriſhing days of preſbyterianiſm, and ſeems not 
to have been conſidered as any way contrary to 
it at its firſt eſtabliſhment. It is not once men- 
tioned or hinted at, in all © the articles of 
Union;“ it was not thought of in drawing up 
ce the claim of rights,” nor numbered among 
ce the articles of grievances,” that were preſented 
to their Majeſties King William and Queen Mary, 
by the eſtates of this kingdom, when (in 1689) 
they made them a tender of the Crown. Mens 
minds were then taken up with grievances of a 
more real and ſubſtantial kind. Neither does the 
act 1690 condemn patronage itſelf, but only ſays, 
'T hat it had been “ greatly abuſed, and was in- 


„% convenient 
+ Sce act 6th, 1707. 
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c convenient to be continued.” It was without 
doubt greatly abuſed, when patrons could put any 
perſon they pleaſed in poſſeſſion of a benefice in 
their gift, or could keep churches vacant, as they 
often did, for ſeveral years together, and pocket 
the ſtipends of them #, or get the ſame applied to 
their own purpoſes, after they were declared * to 
be no more than truſlees thereof. This abuſe, of 
keeping churches vacant, revived again with the 
reſtoration of patronage, in 1712; but it was ef- 
fectually remedied, by an act paſſed for that very 
purpoſe, in the year 1719. From that time, pa- 
tronage hath not been liable to the abuſes ſo juſt. 
ly complained of before. It is now laid under 
many wiſe and ſalutary reſtrictions; and, if it be 
a monarchy in the church, as ſome invidiouſly 
term it, it is a limited monarchy, exactly of a 
piece with our admired civil conſtitution. 


Ir ſhould be farther conſidered, that the act 
1690, which is now fo precious in the eyes of 
many, was conditional in its very exiſtence, 
Whether it actually produced ſo much *© union 
© and peace, proſperity and happineſs +,” during 
its operation, as is pretended, I leave to others to 
determine. One thing is certain, that it aboliſh- 
ed patronage, only on certain terms and condi- 
tions ſpecified in the act; and, if theſe terms 
were not complied with, what follows ? It ſhould 
ſeem, that the act fell of courſe, or, at leaſt, was 
very juſtly repealed, after a trial of twenty-two | 
5 years, 
See 1593, c. 72. See 1625, c. 18. f See Letter annexed, 
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years, let the men who procured the repeal of it be as 
bad as you will. This act appointed © the heritors 
© and liferenters of each pariſh, and the town-coun- 
« cil for the burgh,” within a limited time, to pay 
Goo merks to the patron for his right; and it was 
only on payment being made to him, or, in caſe 
of his refuſal, on the money being conſigned, 
that he was to be completely and finally denuded 
of his right of preſentation. A very few pariſhes 
availed themſelves of the opportunity, and ful- 
filled the condition; and to them the act 1712, 
reſtoring patronage, expreſsly confirms the right 
of nominating their own paſtors, which they en- 
joy at this day. But what * rightful claim” have 
other pariſhes to that privilege, who, neither with- 
in the time limited, nor at any other time ſince, 
ever offered to fulfil the condition of it From all 
which, I think it is manifeſt, that the repeal of 
the preſent law of patronage cannot be claimed 
as a matter of right, upon the foot of its being an 
infringement of the treaty of Union, even ſup- 
poſing the Union laws to be abſolutely immutable 
and eternal. 


WHAT then ſhall we fly to next, in order to 
convince men of the juſtice of our claims, though 
contrary to their own immediate worldly inte- 
reſts? Shall we have recourſe to the Goſpel re- 
cords, and tell them, with a loud voice, That pa- 
tronage has no foundation there ?—They will not 
be in the leaſt moved with the bold pretence.— 
They will aſk us coolly, In what place of the 
Goſpel 


( 29 ) | 
Goſpel patronage is forbidden ?—They will put 
the caſe, If any opulent Chriſtian, in St. Paul's 
time, had propoſed to erect a place of worſhip on 
his own grounds, and to provide a decent main- 
tenance for ſome Chriſtian miniſter, who ſhould 
have it for his ſole employment ſtatedly to of- 
ficiate there, and who ſhould be no other but one 
recommended by the apoſtle himſelf, or fairly 
tried, according to the rules laid down in his 
writings, —and, finally, had freely invited all 
Chriſtians that pleaſed, to attend there for the 
worſhip of Gop, and the hearing of his word, 
without money and without price z—they will 
aſk, Whether the apoſtle would have cried, in 
this caſe, ** It is forbidden, unleſs you allow the 
« hearers that pleaſe to come to chooſe your mi- 
ce niſter.—lt is tyrannizing over them.—lt is op- 
ce preſſing them.—lt is depriving them of their 
& Chriſtian liberty.—lt is impoſing on them a 
&© cruel and intolerable yoke,” &c.—According to 
our modern demagogues, St. Paul ought to have 
ſpoken thus, in the caſe now put. But the que- 
ſtion is, Whether he would not rather have received 
the propoſal with gratitude to Heaven, and ap- 
plauded the piety and uſefulneſs of the ſcheme ?— 
They will aſk us farther, What foundation there 
is in the New Teſtament for the oppoſition now 
made to the preſent law of patronage in this coun- 
try, not only by open violence in ſome caſes, 
where it can be procured, but by miſtating facts, 
and impoſing on ignorant people, under a pre- 
tence of great love to them, by diffuſing among 


them 
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them a ſpirit of diſcontent and diſaffection to. 
the government under which they live, by revil- 
ing the eſtabliſhed laws, and traducing the cha- 
racters of worthy men who ſupport the ſame? &c. 


— DA” Aw 


SHALL we ſay, that the right of a people to 
chooſe their own miniſters, is a part of their Chri- 
ſtian liberty, which CHRIS H died to procure for 
them? The anſwer is eaſy, That patronage does 
not deny that right, - does not obſtruct it in the 
leaſt, but leaves them at full liberty to chooſe, what 
ſpiritual, as well as what bodily phyficians they 
pleaſe, provided they open their purſes, and pay 
Fl. them out of their own pockets. They may in- 
| 1:08 deed take up with quacks of both kinds: but 
11 there is no help for it; better do ſo than not have 
Fi their liberty. Patronage only hinders them to 
5 chooſe miniſters for themſelves, and at the ſame 
time to maintain thoſe miniſters at the expence 
| 8 of others. And ſurely this is not a liberty which 
f CnRISs t died to procure for them. — He did not 
die to procure them the liberty of committing 
injuſtice.— He died, not to ſave their purſes, but 
to ſave their ſouls. | 
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1 THvs, Moderator, I have given my reaſons, 
15 why I think the very reverend Synod ought not 
We: to adopt the overture now before them. We are 
. by no means ripe for an application to parliament 
7 for a repeal of the law of patronage, or any alter- 
5 ation of it; fir/?, Becauſe we are nowiſe agreed 
upon a better law to put in its place; and, ſecond- 
8 15. 


t 
/, Becauſe we have made no proviſion for re- 
moving that formidable obſtacle of worldly inte- 
reſt which ſtands in our way, and which would 
be apt to oppoſe us, though our claims were ever 
ſo juſt; the intereſt I mean of thoſe, without 
whoſe aſſiſtance we can never obtain what the o- 
verture means to apply for.—Upon the whole, 
dir, 1 muſt return to the poſition with which I 
began, That this is a queſtion which does not 
properly belong to us miniſters of the Goſpel.— 
We are volunteers in the controverly. It imme- 
diately concerns none but laymen. For us mini- 
ſters, it is enough, (and, if we be faithful to our 
proper truſt, it is enough alſo for the intereſt of 
true religion, as far as human imperfection will 
admit), that no perſon can be licenſed, or ordain- 
ed to any charge within the bounds of this 
Church, without our approbation. And will we 
lament the condition of a Chriſtian congregation, 
who are freely invited to give their approbation 
and countenance to a man, that already has ours? 
I will preſume to ſay for myſelf, that I love the 
Chriſtian people as fincerely and warmly as any 
one of thoſe who enjoy the greateſt ſhare of their 
confidence; and | would willingly gratify the 
meaneſt of them in every thing lawful-and truly 
good for them: Nay, for the fake of peace and 
concord, I would conſent to a mode of introdu- 
cing miniſters into vacant churches, that appear- 
ed to me leſs proper than the one now in uſe, if 
any were adopted that would be more acceptable 
and ufciul to them. In the mean time, I am a- 
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gainſt tranſmitting the preſent overture to the 
Venerable Aﬀembly ; and, if an overture muſt 
be tranſmitted upon the ſubjeft of patronage, I 


would humbly move, Sir, that, inſtead of the 


overture now on your table, the very reverend 
Synod would tranſmit the following one, which 


I think more dutiful, and more ſuitable to our 
preſent circumſtances : 


te IT is humbly overtured, by the Provincial 


„ Synod of Glaſgow and Ayr, met at Ayr, this 


« 14th day of April 1784, to the General Aﬀem- 
te bly, That whereas the law of patronage is now 


„actually in force in this Church, as it has been 
« for upwards of ſeventy years laſt paſt, without 
« being attended with any inconvenience to thoſe 
% pariſhes that have peaceably ſubmitted to it; 
« and whereas unwarrantable and unuſual endea- 
© yours have. of late been made, by divers mem- 
« bers of this Church, to inflame the minds of 
te the common people againſt it; therefore, the 
« Venerable Aﬀembly would be pleaſed to take 
« ſuch meaſures as to their wiſdom ſhall ſeem 
©« meet, for repreſſing the ſaid diſorders, and re- 
© conciling the minds of the people to the fore- 
« {aid law of patronage, as it at preſent ſtands 
« at leaſt, until a better law to ſupply its place 
« be framed and agreed to by its oppoſers, and 
te until the ſame can be got eſtabliſhed, in a legal 
« and conſtitutional manner.” 


Tu 


BE © * 

Tur fealonableneſs and 3 this orer- 
ture, in every part of it, (in caſe any overture be 
tranſmitted), L have endeavoured to ſhow, in the 
preceding obſervations. But perhaps I. ſhall, be 
told, That it is in vain to attempt impoſſibilities z 
that the prejudices of. the people againſt patron- 
age are rooted and unconquerable; ; and that we 
ſhall ſooner remove mountains, than perſuade 
them to acquieſce in it.—If it be ſo, Moderator, 
our ſituation, to be ſure, is very deplorable. But 
I am not of that opinion. I think a great deal 
might be done towards the happy end now men- 
tioned, if the teachers and ſpiritual guides of the 
people, thoſe eſpecially who poſſeſs moſt of their 
confidence, would unanimouſly agree, as it be- 
comes the miniſters of peace and reconciliation, 
to exert all their influence, for engaging them to 
yield a peaceable ſubmiſhon to the law of the 
land, in a caſe which none of them dare pretend 
to be unlawful in the fight of Gop. And, were 
the great body of the people as fond of the law of 
patronage as they are now ſaid to be averſe to it, 
I would aſk its moſt able and violent oppoſer, 
where the grievance of it would ly, and what 
would be the evils reſulting from it ? A wiſe ad- 
monition and recommendation from the Vene- 
rable Aſſembly, might have weight with the moſt 
popular, as well as the unpopular miniſters a- 
mong us. If there are difficulties in making the 
people content with the preſent law, there are 
difficulties alſo, as we have ſeen, and thoſe, perhaps, 
no leſs unſurmountable, in getting the preſent law 
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gainſt tranſmitting the preſent overture to the 


Venerable Aﬀembly ; and, if an overture muſt 
be tranſmitted upon the ſubjeft of patronage, I 


would humbly move, Sir, that, inſtead of the 


overture now on your table, the very reverend 
Synod would tranſmit the following one, which 


I think more dutiful, and more ſuitable to our 
preſent circumſtances : 


«© IT is humbly overtured, by the Provincial 
« Synod of Glaſgow and Ayr, met at Ayr, this 


« 14th day of April 1784, to the General Aſſem- 
&« bly, That whereas the law of patronage is now 


actually in force in this Church, as it has been 


« for upwards of ſeventy years laſt paſt, without 
« being attended with any inconvenience to thoſe 
« pariſhes that have peaceably ſubmitted to it 
« and whereas unwarrantable and unuſual endea- 
© yours have of late been made, by divers mem- 
cc bers of this Church, to inflame the minds of 
« the common people againſt it; therefore, the 
« Venerable Aſſembly would be pleaſed to take 
« ſuch meaſures as to their wiſdom ſhall ſeem 
« meet, for repreſſing the ſaid diſorders, and re- 
© conciling the minds of the people to the fore- 
« {aid law of patronage, as it at preſent ſtands 
de at leaſt, until a better law to ſupply its place 
« be framed and agreed to by its oppoſers, and 
te until the ſame can be got eſtabliſhed, in a legal 
« and conſtitutional manner.” 


Tu 


. 


Tur feafonableneſs and 3 this over- 
ture, in every part of it, (in caſe any overture. be 
tranſmitted), I have endeavoured to ſhow, in the 
preceding obſervations. But perhaps I. ſhall, be 
told, That i it is in vain to attempt impoſſihilities; 
that the prejudices of the people againſt patron- 
age are rooted an unconguerable ; ; and that we 
ſhall ſooner remove mountains, than perſuade 
them to acquieſce in it.—If it be ſo, Moderator, 
our ſituation, to be ſure, is very deplorable. But 
I am not of that opinion. I think a great deal 
might be done towards the happy end now men- 
tioned, if the teachers and ſpiritual guides of the 
people, thoſe eſpecially who poſſeſs moſt of their 
confidence, would unanimouſly agree, as it be- 
comes the miniſters of peace and reconciliation, 
to exert all their influence, for engaging them to 
yield a peaceable ſubmiſhon to the law of the 
land, in a caſe which none of them dare pretend 
to be unlawful in the fight of Gop. And, were 
the great body of the people as fond of the law of 
patronage as they are now ſaid to be averſe to it, 
I would aſk its moſt able and violent oppoſer, 
where the grievance of it would Iy, and what 
would be the evils reſulting from it? A wiſe ad- 
monition and recommendation from the Vene- 
rable Aſſembly, might have weight with the moſt 
popular, as well as the unpopular miniſters a- 
mong us. If there are difficulties in making the 
people content with the preſent law, there are 
difficulties alſo, as we have ſeen, and thoſe, perhaps, 
no leſs unſurmountable, in getting the preſent law 
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altered: And, if the difficulties are equal on both - 
fides, I leave you to judge, Sir, to which of the 
two the dictates of conſcience and of duty ought 
to lead us.—At any rate, let us follow the path 
of duty.—If we honeſtly do our duty, we ſhall be 
rewarded, though unſucceſsful in the particular 
object.—If we ſwerve from it, there is one above 
us, who will not fail, in due time, to do ample 


juſtice to us all. 
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* 
OLD CONSTITUTIONAL SOCIETY 


IN GLASGOW. 


$S1n, 
PHE Conflitutional Society in Glaſgow, con- 
fiſting chiefly of the miniſters and elders of 
this city, with ſome other hearty friends of our 
conſtitution, i in church and ſtate, were incorporat- 
ed in the year 1771, and now take the name of 
T he Old Conſtitutional Society, to diſtinguiſh them- 


ſelves from another ſociety, lately formed in this 
place, 
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Place, and who have aſſumed the name of The 


— — — 


"New Conſtitutional Society. The deſign of our 


inſtitution was, to recover, if poſſible, that liber- 
ty, unity and peace, which the Church enjoyed, 
from the Revolution to that unhappy period 
when patrons were reſtored to the power of pre- 
ſenting miniſters. In proſecution of this deſign, 
the Society, from time to time, have ſent pam- 
phlets gratis to all the corners of Scotland, to give 
full information to the friends of the Church, on 
ſubjects in which we are all very deeply con- 
cerned. The ſtate of things amongſt us at this 


time, we apprehend, will ſufficiently ſhow the 
propriety, and even neceſſity, of the preſent addreſs, 


You have, no doubt, heard of a propoſal made 
at laſt Aſſembly, which was intended to pave 
the way for ſome relief to this Church from the 
grievous yoke of patronage, and that it was loſt 
through the -want of a very few votes. Some 
new propoſals of this kind will probably be laid 
before the next Aſſembly ; and as we have great 
reaſon to believe, that the propoſal made in May 
laſt was thrown out in conſequence of the inat- 


' tention of elders, at the chooſing of their com- 


miſſioners, we think it our duty to give you early 
ne to prepare for next Aſſembly. 


We beſeech you to confider what pity it will 
be, if all our hopes of deliverance from the bond- 


age of patronage (hall be loſt, by neglecting an 


opportunity 
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opportunity ſo favourable as that which, in the 
courſe of Providence, is now preſented to us. 


IT would be very unſeaſonable, at this time, 
to enter into any diſputes relating to the dif- 
ference between popular elections and the act of 
parliament 1690. This act begins witk the elec- 
tion or nomination and * call by the heritors 
and elders;” the perſon named is then to be 
© propoſed to the whole congregation, to be ei- 
ether approven or diſapproven by them * and 
the buſineſs ends with the judgment and ordina- 
tion of the Preſbytery. Under this law, the 
Church enjoyed union and peace, proſperity and 
happineſs ; to this law we have a rightful claim, 
and no reaſon to think it will be refuſed to us. 
But, why ſhould we differ on points of this kind, 
when the common enemy is in ſuch force againſt 
us? We are agreed, that the act reſtoring pa- 
trons to their ancient powers, has been ſo explain- 
ed and executed, that the worſt of conſequences _ 
have reſulted from it. It has driven two hun- 
dred thouſand of the people of Scotland into a 
ſtate of ſeparation from the Church; too much 
oppreſſed already with the hardſhips of the times, 
it has loaded them with the maintenance of an- 
other miniſtry ; it has given riſe to a ſpirit of re- 
ligious diſcord and party zeal, which has over. 
ſpread the land; it hath diſturbed the peace of 
jamilies; and it has rent the church itſelf into 
violent parties. Inſtead, then, of giving advan- 
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Place, and who have aſſumed the name of The 
"New Conſtitutional Society. The deſign of our 


inſtitution was, to recover, if poſſible, that liber- 
ty, unity and peace, which the Church enjoyed, 
from the Revolution to that unhappy period 
when patrons were reſtored to the power of pre- 
ſenting miniſters. In proſecution of this deſign, 
the Society, from time to time, have ſent pam- 
phlets gratis to all the corners of Scotland, to give 
full information to the friends of the Church, on 
ſubjects in which we are all very deeply con- 
cerned. 'The ſtate of things amongſt us at this 
time, we apprehend, will ſufficiently ſhow the 


propriety, and even neceſſity, of the preſent addreſs. 


' You have, no doubt, heard of a propoſal made 
at laſt Aſſembly, which was intended to pave 
the way for ſome relief to this Church from the 
grievous yoke of patronage, and that it was loſt 
through the -want of a very few votes. Some 
new propoſals of this kind will probably be laid 
before the next Aſſembly ; and as we have great 
reaſon to believe, that the propoſal made in May 
laſt was thrown out in conſequence of the inat- 
tention of elders, at the chooſing of their com- 
miſſioners, we think it our duty to give you early 
warning to prepare for next — 


We beſeech you to conſider what pity it will 
be, if all our hopes of deliverance from the bond- 


age of patronage {hall be loſt, by neglecting an 


opportunity 
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opportunity ſo favourable as that which, in the 
courſe of Providence, is now preſented to us. 


IT would be very unſeaſonable, at this time, 
to enter into any diſputes relating to the dif- 
ference between popular elections and the act of 
parliament 1690. This act begins with the elec- 
tion or nomination and “ call by the heritors 
and elders;” the perſon named is then to be 
© propoſed to the whole congregation, to be ei- 
ther approven or diſapproven by them; and 
the buſineſs ends with the judgment and ordina- 
tion of the Preſbytery. Under this law, the 
Church enjoyed union and peace, proſperity and 
happineſs; to this law we have a righttul claim, 
and no reaſon to think it will be refuſed to us. 
But, why ſhould we differ on points of this kind, 
when the common enemy is in ſuch force againſt 
us? We are agreed, that the act reſtoring pa- 
trons to their ancient powers, has been ſo explain- 
ed and executed, that the worſt of conſequences 
have reſulted from it. It has driven two hun— 
dred thouſand of the people of Scotland into a 
ſtate of ſeparation from the Church; too much 
opprefſed already with the hardſhips of the times, 
it has loaded them with the maintenance of an- 
other miniſtry ; it has given riſe to a ſpirit of re- 
ligious diſcord and party zeal, which has over- 
ipread the land; it hath diſturbed the peace of 
lamiliesz and it has rent the church itſelf into 
violent parties, Inficad, then, of giving advan- 
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tapes to the friends of tyranny againſt us, and, 
indeed, defeating the whole deſign, by an un- 
timely diſpute about what is the moſt proper 


mode to be eſtabliſhed for the election of mini- 
ters; why ſhould we not rather unite our moſt 


ſtrenuous exertions to obtain a repeal of a law, 
which, we are all agreed, has drawn ſuch a train 
of evils along with it ? i 

Wr have certainly very ſtrong encouragement 
to beſtir ourſelves at preſent. That party in the 
Church courts, who have uniformly promoted 
violent ſettlements, are now alarmed at the ſmall- 
neſs of the majority which appeared upon their 
ſide at the laſt Aſſembly; and have been at 
work, for ſome months, in preparing matters for 
next Aſſembly : They are exerting all their in- 
fluence, to bring up ſuch members as will ſupport 
them in thoſe meaſures which have been ſo de- 
ſtructive to the Church of Scotland. And when 
we conſider the juſtice of our cauſe, the noble 
{pirit which appears in many corners of the coun- 


try, and the information we have, that many of 


the clergy, as well as laity, who voted for violent 
ſettlements, are deſirous of ſome alteration in the 
law; we can have no doubt, if the elders be 
careful, on this great occaſion, that ſuch a decid- 
ed majority will appear at the next Aſſembly, as 
will lay the foundation of liberty to us and our 
children, from a yoke, which neither we, nor our 
fathers, have been able to bear. 
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Degel r as our minds are impreſſed with the 
critical ſituation of our publick affairs, we need 
no other apology for ſuggeſting a few things, 
which may probably have occurred to your own 


mind, but are of ſuch importance, that we think 
it our duty to mention them. 


Tur elders have very great power in our ec- 
clefiaſtical conſtitution, is evident, both from the 
number who have a right to fit in the General 
Aſſembly, and from the influence which they 
have in forming that court itſelf. The Aſſem- 
bly, when fully met, conſiſts of 183 miniſters, 
and 149 elders; fo that, if elders were united 
in promoting their own intereſts, and thoſe of the 
people, they want only eighteen miniſters to give 
them a clear majority; and is there not in every 
Aſſembly a much greater number of miniſters on 
your fide? To the fault of your own body, 
therefore, every defeat you meet with muſt be a- 
ſcribed. | 


Bur you have not only great weight in the 
Aſſembly, you have it alſo in your power, to 
form and model that Court to your own views. 
Every Preſbytery, excepting in ſome few inſtan- 
ces, conſiſts of an equal number of miniſters and 
elders, the laſt of whom are choſen by the diffe- 
rent ſeſſions. If, therefore, ſeſſions were at due 
pains to ſend up proper elders, at the annual e- 
lection of Commiſſioners to the Aﬀembly ; it is 
evident, that, by chooſing none but wo 
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and elders of your own views, the complexion of 
that Court would ſoon be totally altered. And 
are you not aſtoniſhed to think, that, when you 
have been complaining ſo long, and ſo loudly, of 
the ruinous deciſions of late Aﬀemblies, you 
ſhould all the while remain inactive; when, by 
chooſing none but proper repreſentatives, you 
had it in your own power, at once to have put a 
ſtop to the evil! If you feel any concern for our 
preſent ſituation, we hope the following advices 
will not be deemed unſeaſonable, nor improper. 
1. Take care to have proper elders choſen, to re- 
preſent you in the Preſbytery and Synod to which 


you belong; men who are intelligent, faithful 


and active, and who will give punctual attend- 
ance at both: No matter though you ſhould be 
obliged repeatedly to chooſe the fame men.— 
2. Be ſure that the election be made and record- 
ed at the firſt meeting of your Seſhon after every 
Synod: It muſt be within two months after the 
meeting of Synod, otherwiſe it will be rejected. 
The elder ſo choſen, muſt be furniſhed with an 
extract of bis election, ſubſcribed by the clerk. 
This he delivers to the Preſbytery, in conſequence 
of which he is inrolled as a membec ;—the ſame 
extract he delivers alſo to the Synod. Theſe re- 
gulations are, indeed, an encroachment upon 
your privileges, made by the ruling party in the 
e a few years ago. They know, that 
in general unfriendly to their deſigns; 

oy therefore, they made this act, which, how- 
ever unconſtitutional, yet, as long as they ſhould 
have 
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| have numbers in the Aſſembly to enforce it, what 
through the thoughtlefſneſs or forgetfulneſs of 
plain men in the country, who are not accuſtom- 
ed to exact formalities, and the artifices that 
might be uſed to give an advantage over them, 
they had but too much reaſon to preſume, would 
keep many of your ſeats in the ſuperior courts 
empty. But the very jealouſy which they diſ- 
cover about you, ought to rouſe you to a ſenſe of 
your own weight and influence, and to make you, 
by all means, to diſappoint ſuch inſidious reſtric- 
tions. It is much to be lamented, that the gene- 
rality of elders do not rightly underſtand the im- 
portance of this privilege of chooſing their own 
repreſentatives. They look upon it as a thing 
which can have little or no effect; and therefore, 
they will not be at the trouble to contend for it. 
If this were not the fact, how could it ever have 
happened, that, in many ſeſſions, there has not been 
a repreſentative choſen within the memory of 
man? nay, what is ſtill worſe, that in others, 
the miniſter has the addreſs to get a perſon choſen 
(if ſuch an one there be among them) who will 
aſſiſt him in ſupporting every pernicious ſcheme; 
and, when perſons of a different charaQer are 
choſen, how hard is it to get them brought up ta 
attend either preſbyteries or ſynods, even when 
affairs of the greateſt moment are to be deter- 
mined ? 'This fatal negligence and inattention is 
the great ground of complaint which is brought. 
againſt you; and, indeed, it is not eaſy to con- 
ceive how you ſhould continue in ſuch a liſtleſs 
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ſtate, when your moſt valuable privileges are ſo 
audaciouſly invaded. We with you, at this time, 
to be particularly attentive to the election of pro- 
per commiſſioners to the next General Aſſembly, 
as much, very much, depends upon it. On the 
day of election, the Preſbytery elders ought by 


all poſſible means to attend. Not a fingle perſon. 


ſhould be abſent from ſuch an intereſting and de- 
Ccilive affair; for, when parties are nearly equal, 
the want of a ſingle vote will ſometimes turn the 
ſcale; and if any of you are neceſſarily hindered 
from attending, you ought, in that caſe, inſtantly 
to reſign your commiſſion, that the ſeſſions to 
which you belong may proceed to elect others in 
your room. | 


Tur Preſbytery elders, ſome time before the 
members of Aſſembly are choſen, ſhould meet a- 
mong themſelves, and, with thoſe miniſters in 
the Preſbytery in -whom they can confide, a- 
gree on proper perſons to repreſent them in the 
next General Aﬀembly. The propriety, and even 
neceſſity of this, mult appear at once to every per- 
fon who ſpends a ſingle thought on the ſubject. 
Is it not a moſt grievous thing, to be witneſs to 
a ſet of men who have come up with a ſincere 
deſire to get proper perſons elected for our Su- 
preme Court, throwing away ſome of their votes 
upon perſons who were not intended to be choſen 
by either party, and thereby putting it in the 
power of their opponents to carry the election 
quite againſt them ? And yet, this is a blunder 
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into which ſome have fallen, merely for want of 
taking this previous ſtep. Such miniſters, and fucks 
alone, ſhould be choſen, as will attend their duty, 
and ſuch as have the ſame principles with your- 
ſelves. Let not a regard for your own, or any 
other miniſter, however amiable his private cha- 
racter may be, ever ſeduce you to vote for him, 
if he follow thoſe meaſures in the Church Courts 
which will ruin the intereſt of religion among us. 
And do you not yet underſtand, that this is the 
practice of every one who either openly joins the 
oppoſite party, or who meanly flips out of court, 
when he knows that their cauſe will be carried 
without him? It is alſo of the utmoſt importance, 
to conſider well who are to be choſen for your 
Aſſembly elders : To keep out improper elders, is 
one thing, but to ſend proper elders, is of much 
more importance. Inattention to this, has been 
the cauſe of all our evils. If there be any elders 
among yourſelves, who will attend and be friend- 
ly to your views, they are the moſt proper to be 
choſen. But, if you be at a loſs for perſons of 
this deſcription among yourſelves, and think fit 
to apply to this Society, by writing a letter to the 
reverend Doctor John Gillies, one of the mini- 


ſters of Glaſgow, a proper and qualified perſon 


may be recommended, who is eligible by you, 
though living at a diſtance. 


Be not diſcouraged from inſiſting upon your 


right of chooling your own repreſentatives, how- 
ever much your conduct may be miſrepreſented 
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or reproached by thoſe who differ from you. Ag 
it is your privilege, ſo remember, it is your indiſ- 


penſible duty to ſupport the conſtitution of this 


Church, and to defend the intereſts of religion, 
by chooſing thoſe miniſters and elders to repre- 
ſent you, and thoſe alone, who are well- affected 
to our ſpiritual liberties*. Conſider the neceſſity 
of an immediate exertion, or giving up the cauſe, 
perhaps for ever. Think how much is now at 
ſtake—your own comfort—the. liberties. of your 
children—and the intereſts of religion. Theſe all 
call upon you to rouſe from your lethargy, and to 
make a vigorous and united effort. The occaſion 
is preſſing—the ſeaſon favourable—publick ex- 
pectation great—your opponents alſo ſtraining 
every nerve—and, ſhould they ſucceed, they may 
rivet the chains -of oppreſſion and flavery upon 


you and your children, to the lateſt poſterity. If, 


then, any ſenſe of freedom remain, if you have 
yet any concern for the proſperity of the Church, 
or the advancement of religion, you will now 
ſeize the favourable opportunity, and improve it 
to the beſt advantage. But if, through any mean 
or cowardly motives, you refuſe to exert the 
power in your own hands, you mult for ever bear 
the blame of diſappointing the hopes at preſent 
entertained, of obtaining redreſs. And as, ac- 

cording 


®*. See the above directions more fully illuſtrated, in-a pamphlet 
ſent by this Society, in the year 1771, to every pariſh in Scot- 
land, entitled, An Efeftual Method for recovering our Religious 


Liberties, which we now beg leave again to recommend to your 


farious peruſal, 
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eording to our Lon v's obſervation, He that is 
not with us, upon ſuch a preſſing occaſion, 7s a- 
gainſt us, take heed leſt you be conſidered, in the 
eye of the great Judge of all, as joining with the 
determined foes of our Chriſtian liberties, in 
binding upon our necks the moſt cruel yoke of 
ſpiritual oppreſſion that this Church ever groaned 
under, ſince the days of the Reformation. 


IT will be very obliging to us, if you will lay 
this letter before the elders of your pariſh, either 
in ſeſſion or out of it, as you judge moſt adviſe- 
able, and recommend this buſineſs to their moſt 
ſerious conſideration ; and let us ſend up our fer- 
vent prayers to that God who hath the hearts of 
all men in his hand, and turneth them as the 
rivers of waters, that he may ſtir up a ſpirit a- 
mongſt us ſuited to ſo great a propoſal, and be 
pleaſed to grant the deſired ſucceſs, 


Tis, in name, and by appointment of the Old 
Conſtitutional Society in Glaſgow, is ſub- 
ſcribed by, | 

S.1R, 


| Your moſt humble ſervant, 
Grascow, 16th Sept. 


8 3. | | | 
— JOHN GILLIES, Preſes. 


P. S. The favour of an anſwer, directed as above, 
is earneſtly requeſted, that we may know how 
far our endeavours meet with your approba- 
tion, and what ſupport may be expected from 
the members of your ſeſſion. 
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